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Music Department Goal

To provide students opportunities to develop skills and respect for artistic expression through participation in music.
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September 6, 2016
Dear CLMS Orchestra Students and Parents,

Welcome back!!!  I hope that you are ready for another exciting year in Orchestra.  I am really looking forward to working with you all!!!

This handbook has been prepared so that every student and parent/guardian will be aware of the overall procedures, expectations, and grading system of the CLMS Orchestra program.  Please read through this handbook together, fill out the Student Information Sheet, sign where indicated, and return the last page to me by Friday, September 9, 2016.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at Corporate Landing Middle School (648-4500 ext. 60936) or e-mail me at LeeAnne.Stevahn@vbschools.com.  
Thank you for supporting the Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra Program!!!

Sincerely,                                                                      
Ms. Stevahn
CLMS Orchestra Director
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Orchestra Grading Policy
Students will receive letter grades based upon the following percentages:

Performance and Written Assessments-95%
· Within this category, please note how many times each assignment is weighted.  
Performances/Rehearsal Skills (performances, auditions, and performance assessments)
Students will demonstrate the mastery of musical skills and concepts at levels of increasing difficulty as they play instruments, improvise, and compose.
· Attendance to all Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra performances (5x)
· Attendance to all Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra rehearsals

Students will be required to attend periodic after school rehearsals as a performance draws near.  All rehearsals are mandatory and attendance will be taken (3x)
· Participation in all required auditions.  
In the event that there aren’t any performances or auditions during a nine-week period, the students will have at least one MAJOR performance assessment (3x)
· Daily/weekly performance assessments:
Students will perform solo (individually), soli (in sections), and tutti (with the          full Orchestra) exercises from an assigned exercise range in the method book or excerpt from sheet music for a grade.  A set of exercises and/or excerpts will be assigned several days prior to the assessment, and the actual test will be chosen from that set (3x-5x).
Music Notation/Literacy (2x)
Students will study and practice reading and writing music notation using critical thinking skills to analyze the manner in which music is organized.

Music History, Cultural Context, and Aesthetics (1x)
Students will understand ways in which music affects music compositional techniques used throughout history and how historical events impact musical composition.  Students will also reflect on the sensory, emotional, and intellectual qualities of music (aesthetics).  
Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique (1x)
Students will listen to, respond to, reflect on, analyze, interpret, evaluate, and critique music.  

Practice Records (Homework) - 5%

· Students are required to practice five days a week for a minimum of  

20 minutes per day.
· Each student will be required to record their practice time in his/her student planner or practice record.
· Practice records are due each Monday following the week of practice.

· A parent/guardian signature is required in order to receive a grade!!!
· A “50” will be given to any week that a practice record is not turned in.
· Practice Records turned in late will be accepted with a small penalty.  
· If there is an extenuating circumstance dealing with a practice record, please turn in a parent/guardian note.  

· It is the responsibility of parent/guardian to encourage their child to practice at home. The students will always have something to practice (
Additional Grading Information:

· Students coming to class without their instrument and bow will be responsible for completing a written assignment during the class period.

· Students who have come to class three (or more) times unprepared will not be allowed to perform in the upcoming concert, and their grade will reflect their absence accordingly.

Discipline:

· All discipline problems (with the exception of extreme problems), will first receive a warning.

· If after the warning the behavior continues, the student will receive a phone call home.

· Extreme behavior problems will result in a detention or referral.

· Referrals will be given if a problem continues to exist after a detention has been served.

Concerts and Performances

Concerts are some of the most exciting and rewarding experiences that a young musician can have.  A concert is a final product; the culmination of weeks of structured work and preparation including very difficult skills and complex music.  The feeling a musician gets while performing is the essence of musical art.  It cannot be simulated in any way, and must be experienced through experience and participation.  Performance attendance is a vital and mandatory part of our orchestra program.  Each student’s attendance at scheduled performances is assumed and required.  We need every single member to make our performances ones that we can be proud of.  If you are ill, or there is a TRUE family emergency, you may be excused if you take the following steps:

· Notify Ms. Stevahn before the concert that you will be absent.

· Present a note from your parent/guardian explaining your absence the next day of orchestra class.

Formal Concert Attire

Ladies:

· Long black skirt

· White long sleeved blouse with collar, or white long sleeved tuxedo shirt

· Skin tone hose

· Black dress shoes (no sneakers or boots)
Gentlemen:

· Black dress pants or slacks (no jeans)

· White long sleeved shirt with collar, or white long sleeved tuxedo shirt

· Black socks

· Black shoes (no sneakers)

CLMS will issue each student a bow tie and cummerbund prior to each performance. The students are required to return these items at the end of each performance, and are expected to neatly place them back into the zip lock bag provided.  
Informal Concert Attire
Each student will be required to buy an orchestra t-shirt and sweatshirt, which will be worn for informal concerts and field trips!!!  The students will also be required to wear full length blue jeans and sneakers for these concerts/events as well. 

Orchestra Department Goals/Expectations
The Orchestra students will: 

· Develop skills, respect, and an appreciation for orchestral music.  
· Participate in performances/activities which include community involvement.

· Perform music from various genres.

· Use music as a form of expression and communication, through performance on their instruments.  
· Read and write music.
· Understand and appreciate music from different cultures/genres.  
Student Conduct:
· Students will act with etiquette befitting a musician.

· Students will not chew gum, eat, or drink on the stage.

· Students will not write on original music, stands, desks, boards, or walls.

· Students will participate by playing their instruments and listening to each other. 

· Students will not handle or play any instrument other than their own.  
· Students will always sit in their assigned seats.

· Students will never throw any objects.

· Students will take care of their instruments, whether leased, rented, or owned.
Orchestra Supply List 
· Instrument, Bow, and Case (labeled with a name tag)
· Rosin (essential for the bow to create sound)
· Soft Cloth-used to wipe rosin off the strings each and every time the student is finished playing.

· Full set of replacement strings (violin and viola only).  Cello/Bass players should be prepared to replace any broken strings upon breakage.  

· One-inch binder with sheet protectors and paper. 
· Pencil (no pens please)

· Shoulder Rest-violin and viola players only (to ensure proper posture)
· Rock Stop-cello/bass players only 

· Method Books:

· Sixth Grade students will need Essential Elements 2000-Books 1 and 2
· 7th/8th Grade students will need Essential Elements 2000-Book 2 and Essential Techniques for Strings 2000
Instrument Safety:

All students must have a name-tag attached to the instrument case and their names labeled INSIDE the case.  It is advised to label bows as well.  I strongly recommend that students carry their instruments home daily, as it is necessary to complete their daily homework assignments (practice records)!!!  Only students with instruments will be allowed to come to the stage (instrument storage area) in the morning before homeroom, as well as at the end of the day. 

Performance Opportunities

All-City Orchestra

The Virginia Beach All-City Orchestra is an event sponsored by Virginia Beach City Public Schools. Due to the fact that each school has a set quota, there is an exact number of students who will be selected to represent CLMS.  In addition to the actual audition material, student selection for All City will be based upon instrumentation needed, class participation, dependability, playing tests, and behavior.  Once students are chosen for All City Orchestra, seventh and eighth grade students will be given the opportunity to audition for their chair placement, which will be held at a selected school in February. Sixth Grade students do not audition for their chair placement.  The All-City Orchestra Program is usually held in March/April, and consists of two to three days of rehearsals, as well as the actual performance.  

District II Performance Assessment (Festival)
A select group of 7th and 8th Grade students are required to participate in this very important performance assessment.  It is generally held in March on a Thursday, Friday, or Saturday.  This is a group performance, where three judges actually grade us based upon our stage performance, as well as our sight-reading performance.  
Jr.District Orchestra Auditions

Auditions for Junior District Orchestra are held on a Saturday in October.  These auditions are held at a different school each year, and the date will be announced when the audition materials are handed out.  All 7th and 8th Grade students are eligible to audition.  The audition consists of major/minor scales, a prepared piece, and sight-reading (playing a short piece of music that the student has never seen before).  All audition materials will be available the first week of school.  The fee for this audition is usually three dollars.

Jr. District Orchestra 

Those students, who are chosen to be a part of this prestigious orchestra (based upon their audition), will participate in two days of rehearsals, with a concert at the end of the second day.  This event is held at the beginning of January in a different school each year.  All information about this orchestra will be made available after the orchestra members are selected.
Private Lessons

Private lessons are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED and ENCOURAGED.  A great deal of instruction occurs during the school day, but there is no way that a classroom teacher with 20 to 30 students can give the individual attention that can be given by a private teacher.  I will be happy to provide a list of private teachers in the area. 


“Local” Music Instrument and Accessory Dealers

This listing includes stores in Virginia Beach and Chesapeake. This list is provided as a convenience to parents, and does not constitute a recommendation nor endorsement of the stores listed.  I would recommend calling the stores to see if they have what you are looking for before driving to any particular store.  

Angelico Violins, 312-8961
Orchestral instruments for sale, rent, and trade; full service repairs.

565 Cedar Road, Suite #1, Chesapeake
Music and Arts Center, 431-9300

829 Lynnhaven Parkway, Virginia Beach

 (Lynnhaven Crossing Shopping Center-next to Lynnhaven Mall)

Rental instruments, accessories, private lessons, repair, and music.

Zalivchii’s Music Repair Shop, 631-8368
500 Central Drive, Suite #104, Virginia Beach
Rental instruments, repair, restoration.



Important Dates 

(All Dates Are Subject To Change)

· September- Jr. District Orchestra Audition Music Distributed (7th and 8th Grade only)

· October 22nd -Jr. District Orchestra Auditions (7th and 8th Grade only)- Academy for Discovery at Lakewood (Norfolk)
· December 6th-CLMS Orchestra Dress Rehearsal
· December 7th-Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra Winter Concert (All Students)

· January 6th& 7th -Jr. District Orchestra Event (7th and 8th Grade only)- Plaza Middle School
· February (TBA) -All City 7th/8th Grade Seating Auditions- (Selected Students Only)
· March 2nd, 3rd, 4th-District II Orchestra Performance Assessment (Festival)- select 7th and 8th Grade only
· March 23rd, 24th, and 25th -All City Festival-SELECTED STUDENTS ONLY- Sandler Center
· April 28th-International Tattoo-ALL STUDENTS (Chaperones Needed)
· May-TBA-CLMS Orchestra Dress Rehearsal

· May-TBA-Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra Spring Concert (All Students)

All orchestra concerts and rehearsals are mandatory.

2016-2017 Student Information 

Student Name__________________ Team__________________ Grade____________
Parent/Guardian Name(s) _________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Work Phone_____________________ Cell____________________
Parent\Guardian E-mail Address________________________________________________________
Instrument __________________________ Instrument Serial #______________________________

Student Schedule:

	Bell 

	         Course
	         Teacher
	    Room Number

	HR
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	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	


I have read the orchestra handbook, and I understand the requirements of the Corporate Landing Middle School Orchestra Program and its policies.
Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________________________

Student Signature_____________________________________________________
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